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Attorneys for Plaintiff  

Nauti Point Golf Partners LLC 

 

 

NAUTI POINT GOLF PARTNERS LLC 

 

    Plaintiff, 

 

 v. 

 

SCOTT MASON 

 

    Defendant. 

 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

: 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 

LAW DIVISION: OCEAN COUNTY 

DOCKET NO: _________________ 

 

Civil Action 

 

COMPLAINT 

 

Plaintiff, Nauti Point Golf Partners LLC (“Plaintiff”) by way of Complaint against 

Defendant, Scott Mason (“Defendant”) alleges and states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Plaintiff was created to preserve Jen’s Links, a miniature golf course and beloved 

family attraction in Barnegat Light. Defendant, who owns a 25% interest in Plaintiff and was 

the driving force of the attempt to preserve Jen’s Links, has admitted that he stole more than 

$20,000,000 from his clients and that the money he stole is gone. The shadow cast by 

Defendant’s illegal conduct has spread to Plaintiff. Plaintiff now seeks the return of the funds 

that Defendant admitted to stealing from Plaintiff, any additional funds that Defendant has 

stolen from Plaintiff, as well as the expulsion and dissociation of Defendant from Plaintiff.  
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THE PARTIES 

2. Plaintiff is a limited liability company formed pursuant to the laws of the State of 

New Jersey and maintains a principal place of business at 980 Jolly Road, Suite 115, Blue Bell, 

PA 19422. 

3. Defendant is an individual residing at 1532 Waverly Road, Gladwyne, PA 

19035. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. This Court has jurisdiction over Defendant because this matter arises directly 

from Defendant’s conduct within the State of New Jersey and because Defendant engages in 

continuous and systematic activities within New Jersey. 

5. Ocean County, New Jersey is the proper venue for this matter because some or 

all of the acts taken by Defendant which prompted this matter occurred within Ocean County. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

6. Jen’s Links is a miniature golf course located at 501 Broadway, Barnegat Light, 

New Jersey. 

7. In late 2022, Jennifer Lackland, the founder and original owner of Jen’s Links, 

unexpectedly passed away. 

8. Although Ms. Lackland’s brother initially intended to preserve the miniature golf 

course and operate it from another state, he later informed reporters that, unfortunately, 

managing it along with his other ventures was not practical. 

9. As reported by a local news outlet in January 2023, the business and real estate 

were listed for sale as follows: 

This spacious parcel is currently being operated as a state of the art 

36-hole miniature golf course with extensive hardscaping, 
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waterfall holes, and ample parking . . . . The adjoining building is 

well fitted with a spacious patio deck, full electric kitchen with 

commercial walk-in freezer, and front/back office space. Jen’s 

Links is being offered turnkey with all commercial appliances 

included. 

The general business and marine commercial zoning allows for a 

wide range of possibilities, including residential development. 

Keep on putting or revert this coveted parcel back to 7 single 

family lots for prime development. 

A true and correct copy of the January 2023 article is attached as Exhibit A (emphasis added). 

10. Upon learning that a developer could purchase Jen’s Links and replace it with 

residential units, Defendant, a financial advisor, approached three of his clients, Daniel Flynn, 

Timothy Flynn, and Christopher Burke (collectively, the “Investors”), who had strong ties to 

Barnegat Light, and asked whether they were interested in saving a community staple. 

11. The Investors agreed to help save Jen’s Links and, on January 27, 2023, 

Defendant and the Investors formed and became equal owners of two different limited liability 

companies. 

12. The first entity, Barnegat Light Partners LLC, was formed to purchase the real 

estate associated with the miniature golf course while the second entity, Plaintiff, was formed 

to purchase the assets used to operate the miniature golf course. True and correct copies of the 

Certificates of Formation for each entity are attached as Exhibit B and Exhibit C. 

13. Neither entity signed an operating agreement after formation. 

14. Months after the contemplated transactions occurred, Defendant explained to the 

same news outlet responsible for the January 2023 article that: 

Contrary to any rumors . . . [Defendant and the Investors were] not 

quadrupling [their] money in a year and then bulldozing [Jen’s 

Links] for townhouses . . . . Out of the gate, [their] goal was to 

leave [Jen’s Links] as is. [Barnegat Light] is a great community 

with a little bit of everything, so making [Jen’s Links] the linchpin 

of family entertainment in [it was] critical, and amping it up to 
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create a more family-oriented environment is what [Defendant and 

the Investors were] after. 

15. One of the Investors told the same reporter that: 

We don’t have enough cheerful, carefree, wholesome fun options 

on the Island, and that’s what Jennifer Lackland wanted to bring to 

Barnegat Light. . . [t]he last thing [the Investors] wanted to see was 

another housing development going up. Jen [Lackland] had a 

dream and [they] wanted to honor that dream, and that made it a 

worthwhile opportunity for [the Investors] to dig deep and come up 

with the funds needed to [keep Jen’s dream alive]. 

A true and correct copy of the May 2023 article is attached as Exhibit D. 

16. From February 2023 through the summer of 2024, Defendant served as a 

member-manager of Plaintiff and Barnegat Light Partners LLC without apparent issue. 

17. In late July 2024, Plaintiff learned that multiple lawsuits had been filed or 

threatened against Defendant by several of Defendant’s clients—including Defendant’s elderly 

aunt (collectively, the “Pennsylvania Complaints”). Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Complaints: 

a. Defendant has stolen more than $20,000,000 from his 

clients (excluding interest); 

b. Defendant’s attorney has represented that the money 

belonging to Defendant’s aunt is “gone;” and 

c. Defendant spent some or all of the stolen money on 

vacations, personal investments, and personal purchases. 

 

True and correct copies of the Pennsylvania Complaints (without exhibits) are attached as 

Exhibit E, Exhibit F, and Exhibit G. 

18. On or about July 30, 2024, Plaintiff demanded that Defendant remove himself as 

an authorized user from Plaintiff’s bank accounts, and further demanded that Defendant 

formally resign from any post or position that he held related to the management or operation 

of Plaintiff, including, without limitation, Defendant’s role as manager.  
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19. Although Defendant acquiesced to these demands, he also admitted that he had 

stolen various amounts of cash money from Plaintiff that he had initially retrieved from Jen’s 

Links to deposit into Plaintiff’s operating account. When Plaintiff demanded that Defendant 

return this stolen money, he refused. 

20. Weeks after these interactions occurred, news articles were published describing 

Defendant’s illegal conduct. Some described a golf course that Defendant purchased. Others 

mentioned Jen’s Links by name. True and correct copies of these articles are attached as 

Exhibit H, Exhibit I, and Exhibit J. 

21. Plaintiff now believes that Defendant removed additional funds from various 

money accounts and cash reserves which were the sole property of Plaintiff and converted these 

for personal use (collectively with the money that Defendant admitted to stealing, the 

“Funds”). Plaintiff’s investigation into the full scope of this suspected conversion is ongoing. 

22. Defendant’s conduct has damaged the good name, sullied the reputation, and 

jeopardized the financial wellbeing of Jen’s Links. 

23. Defendant has therefore had a material and adverse impact on Plaintiff and made 

it impracticable for Plaintiff to carry on its activities while Defendant remains a member of 

Plaintiff. This impact and impracticability will increase in severity until Defendant is expelled 

and dissociated from Plaintiff. 

COUNT I 

BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY  

24. Plaintiff incorporates all preceding paragraphs of the Complaint as if set forth 

fully herein. 
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25. Members of a limited liability company owe the limited liability company 

various duties, including, among others, a duty to refrain from engaging in intentional 

misconduct and knowing violations of the law. N.J.S.A. 42:2C-39. 

26. Defendant, as a member of Plaintiff, owed Plaintiff various duties, including, 

without limitation, a duty to refrain from engaging in the intentional misconduct and illegal 

activities described in Exhibits E, F, and G. 

27. Defendant’s breaches have resulted in reputational harm to Plaintiff, as 

demonstrated by Exhibits H, I, and J. 

28. Defendant’s breaches have resulted in monetary damages, as demonstrated by, at 

a minimum, the money Defendant has admitted to stealing from Plaintiff. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant as follows: 

compensatory damages; attorney’s fees; pre-judgment and post-judgment interest; costs of suit; 

a declaratory judgment expelling and dissociating Defendant as a member of Plaintiff and 

ordering that Defendant receive no consideration for Defendant’s membership interest or, in the 

alternative, that the value of Defendant’s membership interest be placed in an escrow account 

pending the completion of all criminal investigations into his conduct; and any other relief this 

Court deems just and fair. 

COUNT II 

CONVERSION 

29. Plaintiff incorporates all preceding paragraphs of the Complaint as if set forth 

fully herein. 

30. Defendant had access to and control over various money accounts and cash 

reserves which were the sole property of Plaintiff. 
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31. Defendant abused that access and his authority by converting the Funds from 

Plaintiff. 

32. When Plaintiff demanded that Defendant return the converted Funds, Defendant 

refused to comply with the demand. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant as follows: 

compensatory damages; attorney’s fees; pre-judgment and post-judgment interest; costs of suit; 

a declaratory judgment expelling and dissociating Defendant as a member of Plaintiff and 

ordering that Defendant receive no consideration for Defendant’s membership interest or, in the 

alternative, that the value of Defendant’s membership interest be placed in an escrow account 

pending the completion of all criminal investigations into his conduct; and any other relief this 

Court deems just and fair. 

COUNT III 

UNJUST ENRICHMENT  

 

33. Plaintiff incorporates all preceding paragraphs of the Complaint as if set forth 

fully herein. 

34. Defendant had access to and control over the Funds which were the sole property 

of Plaintiff. 

35. Defendant abused that access and his authority by stealing from Plaintiff. 

36. When Plaintiff demanded that Defendant return the converted Funds, Defendant 

refused to comply with the demand. 

37. Defendant’s retention of the converted property would be unjust. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant as follows: 

compensatory damages; attorney’s fees; pre-judgment and post-judgment interest; costs of suit; 

a declaratory judgment expelling and dissociating Defendant as a member of Plaintiff and 
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ordering that Defendant receive no consideration for Defendant’s membership interest or, in the 

alternative, that the value of Defendant’s membership interest be placed in an escrow account 

pending the completion of all criminal investigations into his conduct; and any other relief this 

Court deems just and fair. 

COUNT IV 

EXPULSION FROM AND DISSOCIATION OF DEFENDANT FROM PLAINTIFF 

  

38. Plaintiff incorporates all preceding paragraphs of the Complaint as if set forth 

fully herein. 

39. In the absence of an operating agreement, the default provisions of the New 

Jersey Uniform Limited Liability Act (the “Act”) apply to limited liability companies. See 

Kuhn v. Tumminelli, 366 N.J. Super. 431, 501 (App. Div. 2004).  

40. Pursuant to the Act, on application by a limited liability company, the Court may 

expel and dissociate a member of the limited liability company on the grounds that the member 

has engaged in wrongful conduct that adversely and materially affects the activities of the 

limited liability company, or on the grounds that the member has engaged in conduct relating to 

the limited liability company’s activities which make it impracticable for the limited liability 

company to continue carrying on its activities. N.J.S.A. 42:2C-46. 

41. When considering an application by a limited liability company to expel and 

dissociate a member, the Court must consider, among other factors, the nature of the member’s 

conduct and whether the member’s continued presence will prevent the other members from 

pursuing the goals of the limited liability company. See IE Test, LLC v. Carroll, 226 N.J. 166, 

183 (2016). 

42. When a member is expelled from a limited liability company and it would be 

inequitable to award the dissociated member compensation for his or her interest, the Court 
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may order the transfer of the expelled member’s interests to the limited liability company 

without compensation to the expelled member. N.J.S.A. 42:2C-46 see also Flor v. Greenberg 

Farrow Architectual Inc., A-2208-20, 2023 WL 7036278, at *20 (N.J. Super. Ct. App. Div. 

Oct. 26, 2023) (citing Rutgers Cas. Ins. Co. v. LaCroix, 194 N.J. 515, 528–29 (2008)). 

43. Plaintiff did not adopt an operating agreement. Correspondingly, the default 

provisions of the Act apply. 

44. As described above, Defendant has engaged in conduct that adversely and 

materially affects the activities of Plaintiff and has engaged in conduct relating to the Plaintiff’s 

activities which make it impracticable for Plaintiff to continue carrying on its activities while 

Defendant is a member. This conduct includes, without limitation, the conduct described in 

Exhibits H, I, and J and the conversion of the Funds from Plaintiff. 

45. The nature of Defendant’s conduct warrants expulsion and dissociation from 

Plaintiff without compensation. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant as follows: 

compensatory damages; attorney’s fees; pre-judgment and post-judgment interest; costs of suit; 

a declaratory judgment expelling and dissociating Defendant as a member of Plaintiff and 

ordering that Defendant receive no consideration for Defendant’s membership interest or, in the 

alternative, that the value of Defendant’s membership interest be placed in an escrow account 

pending the completion of all criminal investigations into his conduct; and any other relief this 

Court deems just and fair. 

NOTICE PURSUANT TO RULES 1:5-1(A) & 4:17-4(C) 

Pursuant to Rules 1:5-1(a) and 4:17-4(c), the undersigned demands and requests that each 

party serving, answering, or otherwise responding to pleadings or discovery requests also 
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provide copies of such pleadings, answers, and responses, including any documents, papers and 

other materials attached to or mentioned within said pleadings, answers, or responses, to the 

undersigned. THIS IS A CONTINUING DEMAND. 

DESIGNATION OF TRIAL COUNSEL 

Pursuant to Rule 4:25-4, James M. Andris, Jr., Esq. and Michael J. Dubin, Esq. are 

designated as trial counsel for Plaintiff in the above-captioned matter. 

CERTIFICATION 

Unless otherwise stated in the Answer, the undersigned certifies that the within pleading 

was served within the time permitted by Rule 4:6-1(d). 

RULE 4:5-1 

Pursuant to Rule 4:5-1, I certify that the matter in controversy is not the subject of any 

other action or proceeding, and that I am not aware of any other party who or entity that should 

be joined in this action. 

I further certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true. I am aware that if any 

of the above statements made by me are willfully false, I am subject to punishment. 

SEMANOFF ORMSBY  

GREENBERG & TORCHIA, LLC 
 

 

       BY:       

              James M. Andris, Jr., Esquire 

              Michael J. Dubin, Esquire. 

              2617 Huntingdon Pike 

              Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 

              (215) 887-0200 

              Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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BACK IN THE DAY: When Jen’s Links at LBI opened in May

2019, miniature golfers of all ages packed the courses

throughout the season. (File photo by David Biggy)

The Newsmagazine of Long Beach Island and Southern Ocean County

Listed for Nearly $6 Million

January 05, 2023

By DAVID BIGGY

When owner Jennifer Lackland passed away unexpectedly about five months ago, the

future of Jen’s Links at LBI became an uncertainty. On Wednesday, Jan. 4, the newest

miniature golf course on Long Beach Island, which opened in Barnegat Light in May

2019 and had become the premier amusement attraction on the north end, officially

was listed for sale.

“Jennifer’s heart and soul went into it, but, unfortunately, the sad reality is I have to put

it in the hands of somebody else,” said David Lackland, who became the decision

maker with regard to the property following his sister’s passing on Aug. 9 at age 53.

“I’ve lived out of state for over 20 years, and it’s just not a practical decision to keep it.”

The property, located at 501 Broadway, is listed for almost $6 million.

After a zoning change – removing golf courses and other uses from the list of projects previously not permitted within the borough –

passed in 2013, paving the way for a miniature golf course, Jennifer Lackland sought to bring not just a unique family entertainment

business to the north end but also a walking history lesson, utilizing replicas of historic sites and other attractively themed elements to

accompany informational signs with tidbits detailing LBI’s past.

Designed by Wildwood-based Harris Miniature Golf Courses Inc. with two levels and unique obstacles and challenges, the plans for

Jen’s Links were approved by the Barnegat Light Planning Board in July 2016, with groundbreaking and construction beginning in

2018.

Once the project was finished and the two 18-hole courses opened for business, it became a popular destination. Jen’s Links had a

financially strong first season as mini golfers from across the globe stopped by to play a round or two while visiting the Island,

according to management. The COVID-19 pandemic put a significant damper on operations during the 2020 season, but in 2021 and

2022, even with Barnegat Lighthouse closed for renovations for much of this past year, business was solid, management said.

After Jennifer Lackland passed, the course’s operation fell into her brother’s hands. And while he initially intended to keep his sister’s

dream of providing a fun miniature golfing experience to residents and visitors intact, he recently realized it simply would be too much

for him to manage from afar.

“I love my sister and it hurts that I even have to think about this,” said David Lackland, now principal owner of Lackland Associates,

which oversees the operation of Lackland Self Storage. “But I’m not there and I don’t really have the time to run the operation, and I

don’t have a management company in place that can run it, so selling the property is the most sensible option.”

He said the hope is that somebody will buy the property and keep it as a miniature golf course, but he also understands a buyer has

the right to convert the property into something else. Jen’s Links at LBI is listed for sale on the website of Barnegat Light’s Joy

Luedtke Real Estate with an asking price of $5,999,000.

“This spacious parcel is currently being operated as a state of the art 36-hole miniature golf course with extensive hardscaping,

waterfall holes, and ample parking,” the listing states. “The adjoining building is well fitted with a spacious patio deck, full electric

kitchen with commercial walk-in freezer, and front/back office space. Jen’s Links is being offered turnkey with all commercial

appliances included.

Jen’s Links Mini Golf Complex for Sale in Barnegat Light - The SandPaper https://www.thesandpaper.net/articles/jens-links-mini-golf-course-for-sale-in-barnegat-light/

1 of 2 8/21/2024, 5:24 PM
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TO MARKET: For four seasons, Jen’s Links at LBI has been

enjoyed by thousands of mini golfers. Whether miniature

golf will remain an attraction in Barnegat Light is a mystery

now that the property is for sale. (File photo by David Biggy)

“The general business and marine commercial zoning allows for a wide range of

possibilities, including residential development. Keep on putting or revert this coveted

parcel back to 7 single family lots for prime development.”

On the Jen’s Links at LBI Facebook page, the Dec. 31 post reads: “Another season

and year in the books for us! Thank you to each and every one of our employees,

guests, and the management team. Happy New Year and we will see you again in

2023.”

Depending on when the property’s sale is complete, whether Jen’s Links will open for

another season, or many more seasons, is unknown at this time. During the past few

seasons, the course has opened for weekend play in April and closed for the year on or

shortly after Halloween.

biggy@thesandpaper.net

Go To The Featured Stories Section

Best Mini Golf Holes Are

Challenging But Ace Friendly,

Aesthetically Pleasing

Six years ago, I offered a list of the top 18

miniature golf holes on Long Beach Island

for our...

Reilly Trio Seeks to Make Biggy

’Work’ and Southern Regional

Proud

Southern Regional High School golfer

Paul Reilly is gearing up for a big

tournament season this summer. In fact,

he...

Jen’s Links the Site of First Pro-

Level Mini Golf Tournament on

LBI

Something big is coming to Jen’s Links at

Lighthouse Cove in Barnegat Light on

Saturday, May 4 – no, it’s...

Load More

Jen’s Links Mini Golf Complex for Sale in Barnegat Light - The SandPaper https://www.thesandpaper.net/articles/jens-links-mini-golf-course-for-sale-in-barnegat-light/
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD: While the name and

marquee sign will change slightly, new co-owners Tim Flynn

(left) and Scott Mason, along with Dan Flynn and Chris

Burke (not pictured), say miniature golf in Barnegat Light is

here to stay indefinitely. (Photos by David Biggy)

NOTHING TOO NEW: The newly renamed Jen’s Links at

Lighthouse Cove will not undergo any massive changes, but

the new owners say visitors can expect to see various

enhancements throughout the property and along the

courses.

The Newsmagazine of Long Beach Island and Southern Ocean County

May 11, 2023

By David Biggy

Days after the new year began, Scott Mason received a text from his daughter Aly,

linking to an Instagram post.

“Basically, the text said, ‘Check this out. Jen’s Links is for sale,’” Mason recalled on

May 5, days after he and friends Tim and Dan Flynn and Chris Burke officially took

ownership of the miniature golf course. “The next day, without anybody knowing, I

called (listing agent) Joy Luedtke to find out more. Then I came to the Island, signed an

NDA, and called Tim, Dan and Chris, and asked them, ‘What do you think?’ Tim’s reply

was, ‘We’re all over this.’ We made our offer a couple of weeks later, on a Saturday.

We solidified the details on Sunday and moved on from there.”

And before anything else, Mason and his buddies want to make one thing perfectly

clear.

“Contrary to any rumors going around, we’re not quadrupling our money in a year and

then bulldozing it for townhouses,” he said. “Out of the gate, our goal was to leave it as is. This is a great community with a little bit of

everything, so making this the linchpin of family entertainment in Barnegat Light is critical, and amping it up to create a more family-

oriented environment is what we’re after.”

Joining Mason for a later morning interview on the patio near the cove, Tim Flynn was blunt with his perspective on keeping miniature

golf in Barnegat Light alive and well.

“We don’t have enough cheerful, carefree, wholesome fun options on the Island, and that’s what Jennifer Lackland wanted to bring to

Barnegat Light,” Flynn said. “The last thing we wanted to see was another housing development going up. Jen had a dream and we

wanted to honor that dream, and that made it a worthwhile opportunity for us to dig deep and come up with the funds needed to do it.”

The new owners are no strangers to Long Beach Island. Each of them and their

families have been living on it in some way, shape or form since the 1960s, and all of

them have been property owners on the Island for at least 10 years.

“We have an affinity for the Island,” said Mason, president of Rubicon Wealth

Management, based near Philadelphia. “We all have homes nearby and kids who have

spent their summers here. I have friends who grew up coming here in the summer and

now live here year ’round. This is a wonderful place to live and spend time.”

Flynn, who for more than 30 years owned Allied Wire and Cable in Pennsylvania and

operated it alongside his brother Dan and Burke, said successful businesses put the

foursome in a unique position to jump on the property located at 501 Broadway, which

in January was listed for sale with a price tag of some $6 million.

“That’s a lot of money, but that’s why we got some people together and pooled our

resources, because we thought it was that important to keep Jen’s legacy going,” Flynn

said. “Thank God we’ve been successful in life because this is another way for us to give back to the community, which has always

Jen’s Links Remains as New Owners Take Over Barnegat Light Miniature Golf Course - The SandPaper https://www.thesandpaper.net/articles/jens-links-remains-as-new-owners-take-over-barnegat-light-mi...

1 of 3 8/21/2024, 5:26 PM
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GERTRUDE?: Although the shark hanging at the entrance

to the low and high tide courses doesn’t have an official

name, maybe by the time of a few promotions around ‘Shark

Week’ it will.

HONORING THE LEGACY: The new owners, including

Scott Mason (left) and Tim Flynn, are intent on leaving intact

the foundation Jennifer Lackland built.

been important to us in our businesses. With something like this, there’s the idea that families can come here and make memories,

then hand off those memories to the next generation. That’s what we want to keep going.”

So, what’s going to change about Jen’s Links? Not too much. For one, Jen’s name will remain front and center.

“The new name will be Jen’s Links at Lighthouse Cove,” Mason said. “You don’t buy

McDonald’s and change it to McDowell’s, like they did in ‘Coming to America.’ It was

her vision. It’s her place, and we bought it – it was already here and it’s part of her

legacy. At the same time, it’s the only spot on the Island where there’s a lighthouse, so

we wanted to make use of our unique location as part of the name. The question

became how to marry things together without ripping off a band aid and opening a

wound. We wanted to pay homage to Jen because not doing that would have been a

disservice to her.”

Flynn said it was important to the group of investors that Lackland be remembered and

her dream respected.

“There’s no chance any of us would have thought to buy these properties and build a

miniature golf course,” he said. “She paved the way and we had to pay homage to her,

because she really did all this and we’re just going to fine-tune it. God bless her. She

really was a visionary and we’re all going to miss her.”

As for some of the changes that already have begun to occur and will continue to occur, the list isn’t long, but the new owners are

hoping they generate excitement and enjoyment for many years.

For starters, visitors now can go to the revamped Jen’s Links at Lighthouse Cove website (jenslinks.com) and get onboard its new

loyalty program, through which mini golfers can earn points toward various rewards along the way. And while the prices to play one or

both courses are increasing slightly for walk-in customers, online booking – loyalty program members can enjoy discounted rates for

doing so – is a new feature on the site, and purchasing gift cards is an option as well.

Mason and Flynn also mentioned the possibility of a “fast pass” type system with mobile check-ins and the potential for season

passes – those features may be on the way in the near future or next year.

“Technology can be a curse or a blessing, and we want it to be on the blessing side,” Mason said. “The changes we want to make

operationally are going to be designed to make things easier for the staff and our customers. Part of the experience of showing up to

play mini golf, obviously, is enjoying yourself actually playing the game and having fun on the course. The other part of that

experience is what happens when you walk in. If we can make it seamless and easy coming in, it will make things much more

palatable for everybody.”

Beyond technologically enhanced operational features, Flynn talked about the potential

for a weekly tournament during the summer and re-creating some of the spaces on the

grounds as well as along the low and high tide courses.

“We’re going to look to add more shade, including umbrellas in various spots along the

courses and maybe a canopy of some kind over the patio area,” he said. “Maybe we’ll

put some misting fans out on the course at various points, add a few fire pits and some

cornhole boards somewhere.

“You can Monday morning quarterback the Mona Lisa … ‘Oh, the course can use a

little more of this or that,’ or whatever, right? But the real goal is to make this an

environment where parents can feel good letting their kids go onto the courses to play,

even if all they want to do is sit and relax and enjoy the sunset for a little while. We’re

going to tweak things and make it a little more fun.”

Mason said there might be promotions around the time of “Shark Week” and other fun times of the year. Managers Chris Desch and

Linda Harris – both of whom the owners happily retained, referring to them as “loyal and loving” – are again planning Christmas in

July and the annual Halloween theme they made a staple of the venue in recent years.

“We’ll be able to test a lot of things this summer, so that next summer the place hits the ground running in a different way,” Mason

said. “We have a bunch of ideas on how to make the atmosphere a little better. There are a lot of fun things we can do with a course

like this. And we really want to get Jen’s Links further ingrained within the community, to give local organizations an avenue to further

impact the community here. We want to build on the foundation Jen set here for us.”

— David Biggy

biggy@thesandpaper.net
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More alleged victims, millions in losses
emerge in Philadelphia-area wealth manager
case

Jeff Blumenthal

A Blue Bell wealth manager accused of stealing more than $20 million from a former
client is facing two additional legal complaints, including one from his aunt.

Star Sitron, 78, of Lansdale filed a lawsuit July 10 in Montgomery County Court of
Common Pleas against Blue Bell-based Rubicon Wealth Management and its
president Scott Mason, who is also her nephew. Sitron claims Mason and his wife,
Lynne Mason, and another company they allegedly operate from their Gladwyne
home known as Orchard Park Real Estate Holdings, stole more than $3.2 million
from her.

The lawsuit claims the funds were used to pay for personal expenses such as
vacations, real estate purchases, mortgage payments and elaborate weddings.

The scheme is similar to the one outlined in another complaintfiled by retired
financial services executive Stanley Tulin, who in an Aug. 2 lawsuit alleges the Masons
stole more than $20 million of his life savings over the past 14 years.

Sitron’s lawyer alleges Rubicon and Mason conducted similar schemes with 11 other
clients, excluding Tulin, and misappropriated an estimated $16 million.

The Business Journal this week also discovered a third legal complaint, a writ of
summons filed on behalf of Fort Washington’s Charles Murray, on July 24 in
Montgomery County Common Pleas Court against the Masons, Rubicon and Orchard
Park. A writ of summons differs from a regular lawsuit in that it initiates legal
proceedings without a formal complaint having been filed yet with the court.

Sitron’s lawsuit claims that she and her husband, Bernard, who died in 2017, opened
investment accounts with SEI Private Trust Co. in 2010, indicating that they had $2.4
million of investable net worth at the time and their only income was from social
security and investment income. Rubicon and Mason were retained to serve as adviser
on all four of their accounts, with SEI acting as custodian, according to the lawsuit.
The complaint claims the couple indicated that they had conservative investment
objectives and were seeking steady income with low risk.

Beginning in November 2019 and continuing until December 2023, Sitron's lawsuit
alleges that Mason and Rubicon began liquidating investments in one of those
accounts and transferring assets via wire to Orchard Park. On several occasions, the

More alleged victims, millions in losses emerge in Philadelphia-area wea... https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2024/08/08/blue-bell-sc...
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lawsuit claims that Sitron sold some real estate holdings and put the proceeds into her
SEI accounts, however, Sitron claims Mason subsequently wired that money out
within days or weeks of it being deposited into her accounts and sent it to Orchard
Park.

The lawsuit claims there were 31 alleged unauthorized wire transfers totaling $3.23
million — which amounted to more than 60% of the total value of Sitron's portfolio at
the time.

“Given the death of her husband, her lack of personal investment expertise and the
fact that Mason is her nephew, plaintiff relied exclusively on Rubicon and Mason in
connection with all activity in the accounts,” the lawsuit claims.

The complaint alleges that Sitron did not notice the transfers until March 2023 when
she received tax forms from SEI indicating that she would owe $130,000 in state and
federal capital gains taxes due to the liquidation of investments preceding the
transfers.

When Sitron asked Mason why there was such a large capital gain and what the
transfers to Orchard Park were, the lawsuit alleges that he claimed the transfers were
made so that they could be invested in a diversified bond fund.

In March of 2024, Sitron demanded that the money be returned to her account, the
lawsuit alleges. And in April, Mason promised the money would be returned by May.
According to the lawsuit, the money had still not been returned and Mason’s lawyer
advised Sitron that the funds were "gone."

The lawsuit claims that the Masons used Sitron’s money for personal expenses
including mortgage payments, real estate purchases, vacations, weddings for their
children, investment into a Long Beach Island, New Jersey, mini golf course called
Jen’s Links, and donations to the Masons’ alma mater, Hobart College. Tulin’s lawsuit
made a similar allegation.

Sitron accuses the Masons of one count each of breach of fiduciary duty, breach of
contract, negligent supervision, conversion, civil conspiracy, unjust enrichment and
violation of Pennsylvania Unfair Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law and
seeks a total of $3.2 million, plus interest, punitive damages and recoverable court
costs.

Sitron’s lawyer filed a separate case against SEI Private Trust Co., a trust subsidiary of
Oaks-based SEI Investments Co. (NASDAQ: SEIC), which provides trustee, custodial,
operational and administrative services to various collective investment trusts. That
complaint, also filed July 10 in the Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas,
alleges SEI never contacted Sitron to confirm the authenticity of any of the
aforementioned transfers from her accounts to Orchard Park. The lawsuit accuses SEI
of breach of fiduciary duty, negligence, aiding and abetting tortious conduct, breach of
contract and violating the Pennsylvania Unfair Trade Practices and Consumer
Protection Law.

More alleged victims, millions in losses emerge in Philadelphia-area wea... https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2024/08/08/blue-bell-sc...
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Sitron is being represented in both lawsuits by Benjamin R. Picker of Blue Bell’s
Kaplin Stewart Meloff Reiter & Stein.

Tulin is represented by a team of lawyers from Cozen O'Connor.

Murray is represented by Walter Weir Jr. of Philadelphia's Weir Greenblatt Pierce,
who said Thursday that he was preparing to file a formal complaint.

“The fraud perpetrated on my client is not dissimilar to the one perpetrated against
Mr. Picker’s client or any of the potential plaintiffs," he told the Business Journal.

Weir said the Masons are being investigated by the Securities and Exchange
Commission and Department of Justice. The U.S. Attorney’s office in Philadelphia
said earlier this week that it has a policy of not commenting on or acknowledging
pending investigations.

Neither Scott Mason, nor his lawyer Alison Kehner of New York's DTO Law, could be
immediately reached for comment Thursday. An SEI spokeswoman said the company
does not comment on pending litigation.
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Main Line investment manager accused of
taking millions from clients for personal
expenses, according to lawsuits

Joseph N. DiStefano

For nearly 30 years, Scott Mason of Gladwyne and his Blue Bell-based investment
firm Rubicon Asset Management were fixtures in his comfortable communities. The
firm’s 115 clients trusted him with $231 million to invest mostly in mainstream stocks
and bonds, as of its last SEC Form ADV annual report.

Mason golfed at Ambler-based Squires, an all-male club favored by developers and
sports multimillionaires; summered on Long Beach Island and acquired properties
there, including a mini-golf course; and endowed the head coach job for his old
varsity hockey team at Hobart College, where Mason also served as a trustee.

So when Mason entered discussions to transfer customers to other firms earlier this
year, it looked like the kind of smooth transition that might cap a successful career.

Then the lawsuits started, a string of allegations that Mason had drained some
customers’ accounts to pay for his real estate portfolio, his children’s weddings, and
other personal expenses.

Michael Czajka, cofounder of Malvern Capital Management, where former Rubicon
clients had moved earlier this summer, said he and his partner James Olsen “were
blindsided” by client accusations of Mason taking money from their accounts without
permission.

An article about one of the suits in the Philadelphia Business Journal “was the first
time we were aware of these allegations,” Czajka said. “We had to deliver that news” to
clients and check for missing assets, finding that some clients’ last Rubicon reports
didn’t match what was actually left in their accounts. “It’s been a sad, sad week.”

“We were blindsided. Now we’re trying to help these people,” Czajka said. Clients have
been in contact with FBI and SEC investigators who are seeking information about
Rubicon, he said.

Mason said Monday that his Blue Bell firm is still in business. He declined to
comment about the lawsuits or why Rubicon’s website is down. He referred questions
to his Philadelphia lawyer, Mary Hansen, who did not return calls.

The lawsuits, all filed in Montgomery County Common Pleas Court, include:

Main Line investment manager accused of taking millions from clients f... https://www.inquirer.com/business/scott-mason-rubicon-ponzi-investor...

1 of 3 8/23/2024, 9:56 AM

                                                                                                                                                                                               OCN-L-002247-24   08/30/2024 3:18:32 PM   Pg 28 of 37   Trans ID: LCV20242131467 



1. A complaint by Stanley E. Tulin, a former Equitable Financial actuary and
executive who invested around $28 million with Scott’s firm, alleging fraud,
conspiracy, unjust enrichment, and other counts.

“Very simply, [Mason] stole the money,” said Tulin’s lawyer, Stephen A. Cozen,
cofounder of one of Philadelphia’s largest corporate law firms.

According to his suit, “Tulin gave Mason limited discretion to pursue an extremely
conservative investment strategy.” Instead, Mason is accused of forging Tulin’s and
his wife’s signatures and transferring at least $1.8 million into his own company,
Orchard Park Real Estate Holdings — a firm Tulin had never heard of, in a business
sector he hadn’t approved. Orchard Park is the Buffalo suburb where Mason’s wife,
Lynne Nowadly Mason, grew up.

Mason also “fabricated” tax forms to cover his thefts, the suit alleges. Tulin realized
the money went missing only after an FBI agent contacted him July 15, according to
the suit.

1. A complaint by Star Sitron of Lansdale accusing Mason of breach of fiduciary
duty, breach of contract, and other counts for removing $2.4 million from her
Rubicon account without permission and putting it in his Orchard Park
accounts. Sitron is represented by Blue Bell-based lawyer Benjamin R. Picker,
who says he’s had contact with several other Rubicon clients about missing
funds.

A second complaint by Sitron names SEI Investments, a multinational money
management firm based in Oaks, Montgomery County, that served as custodian for
Rubicon client funds. According to Sitron, SEI was supposed to seek permission from
clients before transferring their money out of their investment accounts but did not
do so.

The suit alleges that Mason took the money “to invest in businesses, make donations
to his alma mater Hobart College, and to bankroll his and his family’s lifestyle,” all
“for his own personal benefit,” without permission. Sitron said the transfers left her
owing taxes, which boosted losses to $3.75 million.

SEI and Mason asked the court to dismiss Sitron’s lawsuits, arguing that her
complaints are subject to binding arbitration.

1. An official notice of a pending complaint filed by attorney Walter Weir Jr. for
Fort Washington investor Charles Murray.

Most of the people Mason is accused of stealing from were his friends, said Picker, the
lawyer for Sitron, adding that investors want to know where the money went and what
it will take to get it back. “This is people’s hard-earned money; it’s their retirement
nest eggs.”

Cozen said his firm is continuing to investigate the Tulin case, and he is also
considering lawsuits against two of the largest U.S. banks, which he says transferred
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funds from Tulin to Mason’s personal investment firm without checking with the
investors.

An SEI spokesperson said the company doesn’t comment on litigation.
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Click to print or Select 'Print' in your browser menu to print this document.

Page printed from: https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2024/2024/08/14/advisor-accused-of-stealing-

millions-from-widowed-aunt-former-exec/

NOT FOR REPRINT

Advisor Accused of Stealing Millions From Widowed Aunt, Former Exe... https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2024/08/14/advisor-accused-of-stealing-m...

1 of 6 8/23/2024, 9:49 AM

                                                                                                                                                                                               OCN-L-002247-24   08/30/2024 3:18:32 PM   Pg 32 of 37   Trans ID: LCV20242131467 



Advisor Accused of Stealing Millions From Widowed Aunt, Former Exe... https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2024/08/14/advisor-accused-of-stealing-m...

2 of 6 8/23/2024, 9:49 AM

                                                                                                                                                                                               OCN-L-002247-24   08/30/2024 3:18:32 PM   Pg 33 of 37   Trans ID: LCV20242131467 



Advisor Accused of Stealing Millions From Widowed Aunt, Former Exe... https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2024/08/14/advisor-accused-of-stealing-m...

3 of 6 8/23/2024, 9:49 AM

                                                                                                                                                                                               OCN-L-002247-24   08/30/2024 3:18:32 PM   Pg 34 of 37   Trans ID: LCV20242131467 



Advisor Accused of Stealing Millions From Widowed Aunt, Former Exe... https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2024/08/14/advisor-accused-of-stealing-m...

4 of 6 8/23/2024, 9:49 AM

                                                                                                                                                                                               OCN-L-002247-24   08/30/2024 3:18:32 PM   Pg 35 of 37   Trans ID: LCV20242131467 



Advisor Accused of Stealing Millions From Widowed Aunt, Former Exe... https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2024/08/14/advisor-accused-of-stealing-m...

5 of 6 8/23/2024, 9:49 AM

                                                                                                                                                                                               OCN-L-002247-24   08/30/2024 3:18:32 PM   Pg 36 of 37   Trans ID: LCV20242131467 



Copyright 2024. ALM Global, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Advisor Accused of Stealing Millions From Widowed Aunt, Former Exe... https://www.thinkadvisor.com/2024/08/14/advisor-accused-of-stealing-m...

6 of 6 8/23/2024, 9:49 AM

                                                                                                                                                                                               OCN-L-002247-24   08/30/2024 3:18:32 PM   Pg 37 of 37   Trans ID: LCV20242131467 





Civil Case Information Statement

Case Details: OCEAN | Civil Part Docket# L-002247-24

Case Caption: NAUTI GOLF PARTNERS  LLC  VS MASON 

SCOTT

Case Initiation Date: 08/30/2024

Attorney Name: JAMES M ANDRIS JR

Firm Name: SEMANOFF ORMSBY GREENBERG & 

TORCHIA

Address: 2617 HUNTINGDON PIKE

HUNTINGDON VALLEY PA 190060000

Phone: 2158870200

Name of Party: PLAINTIFF : Nauti Golf Partners LLC 

Name of Defendant’s Primary Insurance Company 
(if known): Unknown

THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ON THIS FORM CANNOT BE INTRODUCED INTO EVIDENCE
CASE CHARACTERISTICS FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING IF CASE IS APPROPRIATE FOR MEDIATION

Do parties have a current, past, or recurrent relationship? YES

If yes, is that relationship: Other(explain)   Owner LLC

Does the statute governing this case provide for payment of fees by the losing party? NO

Use this space to alert the court to any special case characteristics that may warrant individual 
management or accelerated disposition:

Do you or your client need any disability accommodations? NO
If yes, please identify the requested accommodation:

Will an interpreter be needed? NO
If yes, for what language:

Please check off each applicable category: Putative Class Action? NO  Title 59? NO  Consumer Fraud? NO  
Medical Debt Claim? NO

I certify that confidential personal identifiers have been redacted from documents now submitted to the 
court, and will be redacted from all documents submitted in the future in accordance with Rule 1:38-7(b)

08/30/2024
Dated

/s/ JAMES M ANDRIS JR
Signed

Case Type: COMPLEX COMMERCIAL

Document Type: Complaint

Jury Demand: NONE

Is this a professional malpractice case?  NO

Related cases pending: NO

If yes, list docket numbers: 
Do you anticipate adding any parties (arising out of same 
transaction or occurrence)? NO

Does this case involve claims related to COVID-19? NO

Are sexual abuse claims alleged by: Nauti Golf Partners LLC? NO
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